Name: _________________________Date: ___________Per: ______________
“Two Kinds” By: Amy Tan




Task: Students will read 5 short stories that vary in context. Students will form 5 groups of 5 and complete a mini- research project that will include the following criteria: 

Author Information:
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Amy Tan
Amy Tan was born in Oakland, California, to Chinese immigrant parents. After Tan's father and brother both died of brain tumors, her family settled in Montreux, Switzerland, where Tan graduated from high school. Throughout much of her childhood, Tan struggled with her parent's desire to hold onto Chinese traditions and her own longings to become more Americanized (integrated with American ideals). Her parents wanted Tan to become a neurosurgeon (a doctor who performs surgery on the brain), while she wanted to become a fiction writer. 

Tan's higher education spanned five different colleges. She attended Linfield College in Oregon, San Jose City College, and San Jose State University for her bachelor's degree in English and Linguistics. She then earned her M.A. in Linguistics from San Jose State University before enrolling in the Ph.D. program in linguistics at the University of California at Berkeley. After the murder of one of her closest friends, Tan explored different paths, including consulting and directing for organizations helping disabled children, as well as working as a freelance business writer, before finding her calling as a fiction writer. 

· Consider the following questions in relation to the brief author synopsis above:

1. What was life like for Amy Tan?

2. What did Tan’s parents want her to become?

3. How difficult do you think it I to go against your parents’ wishes?

4. How frustrating do you think it is to grow up as an immigrant?

After researching the above what prediction can be made with the short author biography and the answers to the questions in relation to the short story?
In order to get a full understanding of the short story, prior to reading research the following:
1. What is life like living as an immigrant in the United States?
2. Why is it so difficult for immigrants to accept their “new culture”?
3. Investigate a story about a recent immigrant moving to the United States. What are some obstacles they have to overcome? Provide the website(s) in which you found the information.
4. Look into cultural conflict. How does a native of the land treat their land versus someone who is non native? Do we all have the same appreciation for “our land”?
***Now you are ready to read the story. As you read delve into these questions:
1. Based on the short story, what can be said about Jing-Mei’s parent’s expectations of her?
2. At first Jing-Mei wanted to be a prodigy, how and why does this change?
3. Explain Jing-Mei’s behavior towards her mother after the piano recital incident. Is Jing-Mei mad at her mom or herself? Provide specific text reference to support your answer.
4. What is the overall outcome of the relationship between  Jing-Mei and her mother?
Writer’s Craft is used in literature as a stronghold to convey the essentials one may need to know. As you read “No Witchcraft for sale” identify 5 writer’s craft elements and explain the importance of them to the overall meaning of the story.

1. Theme- 
2. Conflict
3. Characterization-

